
9th Grade Literature and Composition
Mr. Pope

ECHS Room 907
2021-2022

Course Description and Common Core Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE):

In 2016, Georgia joined forty-four other states and three territories to implement a nationally
benchmarked set of performance standards in the areas of English Language Arts (reading,
writing, and grammar) and mathematics. The Common Core Georgia Standards of Excellence
(GSE) include an instructional focus relevant to the developing global marketplace and
twenty-first century skills.

Instruction and assessment in English/Language Arts classrooms will require students to write
frequently. They will also be reading more texts that are informational in nature as opposed to
literary in nature. Students will read with pen in hand to record their reactions to the content and
to record evidence for use in responding to writing prompts. Students will engage in fewer
“traditional” grammar, vocabulary, and spelling activities because instruction in these areas will
be embedded in study of texts being read rather than as separate activities. For example,
vocabulary lists will be developed based on texts read and personal vocabulary journals that the
students create.

GSE Units of Study for 9th Grade Literature and Composition:

August-October Unit 1: The Odyssey, selections from Edith Hamilton’s Mythology, and various
short stories and poems
October-December Unit 2: Rhetoric
January-March Unit 3: Sonnets and Shakespeare (Romeo and Juliet)
March-May Unit 4: Poetry and Memoir (Elie Wiesel’s Night)

Class Schedule:
1st - Planning
2nd - 9th Literature and Composition
3rd - 9th Literature and Composition
4th - Planning
5th - 9th Literature and Composition
6th - 9th Literature and Composition
7th - 9th Literature and Composition



Grading:
Grades are calculated according to the policy set forth by the Effingham County Board of
Education, and all students are required to take Common Interim Assessments each nine
weeks. For the English Department, class averages will be calculated as follows:

Formative Assessments ……………………………………………….…40%
Summative Assessments………………………………………………….60%

Common Interim Assessments (CIAs)
Students will be required to take one CIA at the end of each nine weeks.  These tests measure a
student’s mastery of the standards covered for that time period.  Each CIA counts as one of the
four summative assessment grades required for each nine weeks.

Tutoring Opportunities
Most ninth-grade students are enrolled in Instructional Focus during fourth period. This provides
a great opportunity for students to receive extra help during the normal school day. When the
need arises, or if students request it, I will sign students up for tutoring during this time. In
addition, I will hold regular after school tutoring sessions at least once per week. Times are listed
below.

After School Tutoring: Wednesdays, 3:45 - 4:20 pm

Any other day/time needs to be by appointment.

Assignment Make-up Policy:
If students cannot attend the Google Meet or Zoom classes, they are expected to check
the Google Classroom and watch any recorded session of the meeting and complete the
assigned work within that week, if possible.

Late Work Policy:
Students are expected to turn in assignments when they are due. It will not be common
practice for me to accept late assignments this year, so please let me know if you have
extenuating circumstances, and I will make a determination on a case-by-case basis.



Supply List:

● Chromebook or other laptop
● Pens/Pencils
● Composition Notebook
● 3-Ring Binder
● 1 pack of highlighters (assorted colors)

General Expectations

● Communicate with me regularly and ask for assistance when needed. This includes
through Google Classroom, e-mail, and Remind.

● Participate in remediation and tutoring as needed.
● Complete all assignments in a timely manner.  Failure to do so will result in failing

grades that could lead to course failure and/or grade level retention.
● Cheating and Plagiarism will NOT be tolerated.  Students will receive an automatic

zero for the assignment and will NOT be able to make it up.
● Respect the teacher, yourself, and other students.
● Have all materials necessary for active learning, including highlighters, pens, pencils,

notebook paper, a composition book or journal, and especially a positive attitude.


